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Abstract 
Preservations of cultural heritage community in Thailand often found that the heritage buildings and surroundings are carefully 
preserved while the way of life and socio-economic structure are not. On the other hand, this is not the same in developed 
countries. Therefore, this study aimed to investigate the method of successful cultural heritage community preservation in those 
states. The conclusion is that, in order to preserve this heritage successfully, the preservation method must have an establishment 
of organizations that effected changes and systematic management procedures for maintenance. 
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1. Introduction 
Preservation, whether the cultural heritage preservation or the natural heritage conservation, it is of particular 
importance. The purpose of the cultural heritage protection has four principal reasons.  First, the cultural memory, a 
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preservation of cultural heritage maintains physical evidence history and transfers value knowledge and skills of 
their ancestors. Second, the convenient proximity, the cultural heritage preservation can support the interaction 
among the environment, people and community activities. Next, the environment diversity, as an identity of the 
local community or difference, the preservation will retain local artifacts and local artisans among the stream of 
urban development. At Last, the economic gain, the preservation is a benefit to the community in two important 
ways, to saving a cost of new buildings and attractions to visitors.  
United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) has declared that cultural heritage 
can be tangible, such as buildings and surrounding, or intangible, such as local custom and way of life. In the widest 
sense, cultural heritage encompasses the whole eco-environment that depicts the activities and successes of humans 
in the past that cannot be replaced (Feilden & Jokileht, 1998). Furthermore, an effort to preserve cultural heritage 
should aim to conserve not only physical objects, such as buildings and their surroundings, but also intangible things 
such as arts languages, and customs (Indara Syahrul Mat Radzuan, 2014). 
From The Nara Document on Authenticity, a diversity of cultural heritage in the world is an irreplaceable source 
of spiritual and intellectual prosperity for all mankind. The protection and enhancement of heritage diversity in the 
world should be proficiently promoted as a significant aspect of human development. Cultural heritage diversity 
exists in time and space, and requires respect for other cultures and all cultures and communities are rooted in the 
specific patterns and means of tangible and intangible exposition which become their heritage, and these should be 
respected. Furthermore, preservation of cultural heritage in all its forms is rooted in the values attributed to the 
heritage. The potentiality to comprehend these values depends on the degree to which information sources about 
these values be understood as reliable. Knowledge and realization of these sources of information, in relativity to 
original and after characteristics of the cultural heritage, and their implication, is a necessity foundation for 
evaluating all features of authenticity. 
2. The study approach 
According to The Venice Charter, the concept of a heritage sites not only the single architectural operate but also 
the urban and surrounding configuration in which is found the basis of a specific culture or civilization. This 
practises not only to great works of art but also to more modest works of the past which have acquired cultural 
significance with the passing of time. The preservation of heritages is always encouraged by making use of them for 
some socially expedient purpose. Such purpose is therefore satisfactory but it must not change the layout or 
ornament of the building. It is within these disposition only that adaptations demanded by a modification of function 
should be speculated and be authorized. Also, the heritage sites must be the object of specific treat in order to 
prevent their integrity and assure that they are apparent and demonstrated in an appropriate feature. 
In Thailand, it is often found that a cultural heritage community conservation is done to the contrary of the above 
statement. Namely, the buildings and architectural features are carefully preserved while the way of life and socio-
economic structure are not. This phenomenon has happened because once a community was declared to be a cultural 
heritage, more opportunities for the community to make money open up, drastically changing the people’s way of 
life and socio-economic structure. As mentioned above, this is not the same in several highly developed countries, 
such as The United States of America (USA), The United Kingdom (UK) and Japan, where successful preservation 
projects are the norm (Pimonsatien, 2013). 
Hence, this study aimed to investigate the process of successful cultural heritage community preservation in these 
countries as well as their socio-economic structure that supports the process. Our assumption is that, in order to 
preserve the intangible heritage, the conservation process must not adversely affect the community’s socio-
economic structure too severely. 
3. The situation in Thailand 
At present, cultural heritage community preservation in Thailand is mostly focused on preservation of heritage 
buildings and their surroundings. This kind of preservation is costlier than the community alone can support. One 
way to raise preservation fund is to adapt historical and cultural heritages of the community into a tourist attraction. 
Adaptation includes tourist accommodations such as hotel, restaurant, and tourist information center.  
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However, since such adjustment successfully generates more income to the community, it also attracts outsiders 
to come in and exploit the better economic situation but pushes the natives away; for example, an investor may offer 
to buy land and property of a native, and the native may be satisfied with the offer. What happens next is that as 
more residents move away, the uniqueness and charm of the local way of life and culture starts to disappear. As time 
goes by, the community will lose them almost entirely, such as the occurrences at Amphawa community and Ta 
Tien community. 
4. Case studies of developed country 
4.1. The United Kingdom (UK) 
First of all, in the United Kingdom, owners of heritage buildings are entitled to tax incentive: their taxes are 
reduced or even exempted if they preserve their buildings according to the conditions stated in the local regulations. 
Foundations and non-profit organizations—such as the National Trust for Places of Historic Interest or Natural 
Beauty—are established to raise funds for buying heritage buildings from the owners in order to be able to manage 
properly every step of the preservation effort. 
The National Trust was founded in 1894 by Octavia Hill, Sir Robert Hunter, and Hardwicke Canon Rawnsley. 
It's the first organization of historic preservation in the world for the purpose of the conservation for the sake of the 
Nation of lands and tenements (including buildings) of beauty or historical attendance and, as regards lands, for the 
preservation of their natural aspect, features, and animal and plant life. Including the preservation of historical and 
artistically furniture, pictures and chattels. In the early days, The National Trust was concerned primarily with 
protecting open spaces and a variety of threatened buildings. The focus on country buildings and landscapes, which 
now comprise the majority of its most visited properties, came about in the middle of the twentieth century when it 
was realized that the private owners of many of heritage properties were no longer able to afford to support them. 
Also, The Town and Country Planning Act took steps toward historical and cultural heritage preservation on an 
unprecedented scale. And Concern about the demolition of historical buildings emerges in an establishment such as 
The Society for the Preservation of Historic Buildings, which invoked against destruction and forsake on a case by 
case basis. 
4.2. The United States of America (USA) 
And the second, the United States of America is another country that gives importance to preservation not only of 
heritage buildings but also of urban landscapes. At the start, preservation was done by private sector. Later on, 
federal and local authorities issued laws to expropriate heritage buildings and made them public sites. Also, new 
buildings are regulated to be compatible to those in heritage sites. The authorities have offered tax incentive that has 
led to quite satisfactory preservation. They also officially declared historic sites and issued zoning laws and land 
usage regulations. The federal government passed laws that enabled local governments to create their land usage 
regulations, establish comprehensive urban plans, and declare historic districts. 
The preservation in the USA depends on the levels of administration and the limits impose. With a cause of a 
federal republic, the central government has no power over land use regulations. Thus, an authority depends on each 
of individual states and territories. Furthermore, each state is free to implement its structure and procedure in 
engagement with the state polity. There are organizations—such as the National Historic Preservation Act 
(NHPA)—are established to create a framework for effective cooperation among the federal, state and local 
governments plus the private sector (Araoz, 2008). 
The USA’s law commits the federal government to a bearing of responsible leadership for the cultural heritage. 
Through stated commitments, the law encourages each state to become involved in cultural heritage preservation by 
authorizing a State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) that will support and guide preservation activities at the 
state level. As zoning and land use regulations are the scope of municipal governments to the various classes that 
individual state polities allow, the NHPA supports local managed by authorizing local governments that meet certain 
preservation actuation and institutional criteria to receive direct assistance from the federal government. Also, it 
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provides robust fiscal incentives in the form of income tax abatements to private owners who provide in preserving 
their properties when listed in the National Register (Araoz, 2008). 
4.3. Japan 
Lastly, at a time in the past, Japan experienced stagnant economy and frequent natural disasters, so many heritage 
buildings and sites were destroyed. Old buildings were destructed to make way for bigger and more stable new 
buildings. Later on, in realizing that Japanese culture and traditional lifestyle were at a risk of losing, the 
government issued policies to preserve old towns and important historic districts. Included in the policies were 
building cultural value assessment, the establishment of organizations that effected changes, and systematic 
management procedures for preservation. In addition, Japan’s cultural heritage policy is about the maintenance of 
the integrity of individual sites (Ehrentraut, 1993). Because of the destruction visited upon Japan in World War II, 
old buildings, and heritage environment have often been destroyed and rebuilt over time (Miyazaki et al., 2002), 
again and again. There is a value attached to “aestheticization” in Japanese culture, which may be receivable to 
manipulation of atmosphere to suit state and corporate driven collective social norms (Bryce et al., 2015). 
In the Japanese context, preservation of heritage buildings and communities in the city is difficult. Because there 
are many tall buildings, many cultural heritage communities are concealed by them. Therefore, in Japan, there are 
modifications in some building codes and regulations about the building height to prevent this problem issue. In 
addition, Kyoto, the famous heritage city of Japan, the cultural heritage community preservation in Kyoto has been 
successful mostly because of the “Kyomachiya Net” that is an old houses network of Kyoto. The Kyomachiya Net is 
consisted of four organizations, first, the reconstruction committee, which acts on the building and environment 
research and legal matters related to preservation. Second, the group of old house’s carpenters with magnificent 
techniques about the repairing, improvement, and adjustment of the old wooden building. Next, the group that 
publishes the traditional way of living in the old house to make the value perception and understanding of heritage 
buildings and communities to the people and the public. Finally, the group of housing agents, to coordinate with the 
people who interest in the old house living. 
5. Conclusion 
Our conclusion is that, in order to preserve the Architectural Heritage site successfully, the preservation method 
must have an establishment of organizations that effected changes and systematic management procedures for 
preservation. Also, to preserve the intangible heritage, the conservation process must not adversely affect the 
community’s socio-economic structure too severely. 
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